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Horseshoe Crabs: Creatures from the Past

Horseshoe crabs are among the world’s oldest and most fascinating creatures. They inhabited Earth for at least
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The spring migration of red knots

100 million years before the dinosaurs! and many other shorebird species

¥ . o ; coincides with the horseshoe crab
The largest concentration of horseshoe crabs in the world is found in Delaware Bay and nearby coastal waters. spawning season. Shorebirds feast
Each spring, hundreds of thousands of horseshoe crabs appear on sandy beaches along Delaware Bay and on the nutritious horseshoe crab eggs.

Delaware’s Inland Bays to spawn. Scientists and wildlife managers are
concerned that declining horseshoe
crab populations may pose a problem
edch nest and up to 90,000 for shorebirds. Recent counts of some

. . . o v eggs in a single year! £ 2
Here are a few things to consider if you A AL h e oo A

encounter horseshoe crabs on the beach: TARENeE ) " The red knot is now a candidate for

A female adult horseshoe
crab can lay 4,000 eggs in

proteptioﬂ under the Endangered
@ Despite its threatening appearance, the horseshoe crab Species Act.
is harmless. Its claws aren't sharp and its long spike-like

tail is not poisonous.
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Underside view right itself, it is vulnerable to predators. If you T h _ R il | Sy ¥Xd2Y, ) ARG
2000003006 cink want to give an overturned crab a helping - ' ==k ' b
hand, the correct way to pick up the
animal is by its helmet-like shell. Never £
lift the horseshoe crab by its tail ;
because you might injure it.
Winc ff aindt iew toans i Mey
® Be sure to wash y.our :'-'nd June, during evening hing; Get Your own
hands after handling tides. Horseshoe crabs form Horseshoe

a horseshoe crab or *  clusters along the edge of the
any other wildlife. water with as many as 12 males Crab MOdel!

grouped around one female.

Order a three-dimensional model of Delaware’'s state
marine animal, which children or adults can assemble
in 15 minutes. Models are $1 each. Call 302-831-8083.
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The most secure way to hold a horseshoe crab N
is by cradling its helmet-like shell in your hands, “~ SITYor
similar to how you would carry a full soup bowl. N\ EIAW [ﬂ]l Www. e S e a g r a n . 0 rg

: Delaware




