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LOCATION:
UD Hugh R. Sharp Campus
Lewes, Delaware

Measures: 146 feet long and drafts only 9½ feet below the surface of 
water. R/V Sharp is highly maneuverable, allowing it to work in shallow 
or confined waters. Principal areas of operation are U.S. East Coast waters 
up to 200 nautical miles offshore.
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Why do you think it is 
important to you that  
we study Earth’s oceans?

Personal Flotation Device (PFD)–is a personal buoyancy aid designed to provide 
an individual with additional floating ability while in the water. For your safety be 
sure to always wear a PDF anytime you are aboard a watercraft.

Fun Facts:
The R/V Hugh R. Sharp serves 

marine scientists from many 
institutions throughout the 

Mid-Atlantic in their efforts to 
explore and sample the coastal 

ocean. The ship’s unique 
capabilities include a computer 

driven dynamic positioning 
system, advanced sonar for 

mapping and modular lab vans 
for supporting a wide range of 

marine disciplines including 
chemical, geological, physical 

and biological sciences, as 
well as acoustics, fisheries, and 
marine mammal research. The 

R/V Sharp is operated by a 
crew of 8 and accommodates 

a scientific party of 14 for up to 
21 days at sea.

Port side – left side 
looking forward

Starboard – right 
side looking forward

Stern – rear area of ship

Bridge (or helm) –  
ship’s main navigation

Bow (or aft) – 
front area  

of ship

Hull – water tight 
body from the deck 

below waterline




