
DESG-run workshops led to:

•   Mitigation planning efforts in Delaware  
City and Lewes to improve resilience to 
flooding and storm damage

•   Plans by residents of Little Creek,  
Leipsic and Bowers Beach to market  
their towns’ strengths

•    Rural Sussex County receiving additional 
broadband infrastructure

Delaware Sea Grant (DESG) promotes the wise use, conservation and 
management of marine and coastal resources through cutting-edge 
research, education and outreach activities that benefit the public and 
the environment. Each year, more than three-fourths of DESG’s federal 
funds are devoted to research. 

SCIENCE SERVING  
THE DELAWARE COAST 

               Billion
value of coastal Delaware's economy,  

from a 2012 DESG study

    $747,998
            invested in Laurel, DE  
for waterfront revitalization 

through a collaboration among 
DESG and the public and  

private sectors

   700,000
annual visits to the DESG-managed 

seafoodhealthfacts.org website 
which provides health and safety 

information for consumers

      $890,000
worth of volunteer hours 

devoted to DESG educational  
and environmental  
monitoring projects

       $900,000
grant to Delaware City for 
stormwater infrastructure 

following Sea Grant resilience 
planning initiatives

FAST FACTS 

Figures based on the 2012–2015 time period, 
except Laurel, which is through 2017.

R E S E A R C H   •   E D U C AT I O N   •   O U T R E A C H

Partnering InvestmentFederal

pre-K–12  
students were
educated by  
DESG programs

31,256
35,093
individuals partici-
pated in meetings, 
workshops and 
other educational 
events supported 
by DESG

Through teacher 
trainings, direct 
instruction in 
classrooms and 
on field trips, 
DESG educates 
Delaware’s youth 
in topics of ocean literacy, marine  
science and related career opportunities.

Partnering with the university, state 
and local entities, DESG leverages 
a  2-to-1 return on investment for 
every federal dollar received. 

University  
of Delaware  
(UD) student  

researchers supported  
by DESG program

2-to-1
Return on
Investment

A P R I L  2 0 1 7

$6.9

77



Seafood HACCP Training and Implementation Helps 
Reduce Incidence of Foodborne Illness—DESG conducts 
training and development of Hazard Analysis Critical Control 
Point training materials for the seafood industry. The Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention recognized DESG and other 
Sea Grant programs for helping to prevent food-borne illness.

Shellfish Aquaculture—DESG provided applied research, 
demonstration projects, and technology transfer to help 
support the 2013 passage of aquaculture legislation for 
Delaware’s Inland Bays. To jump-start this new economic 
venture for the state, DESG organized an Inland Bays 
oyster branding and marketing effort that helped increase  
price points for locally-produced shellfish products, thereby 
enhancing profitability for growers and benefitting the  
local economy.

Community Awareness of Flood Risk Raised through Map 
Visualization—Flood risk awareness maps developed by 
DESG provide critical flood and coastal hazard information, 
and enhance understanding of flood-related impacts to life, 
property and evacuation routes.

Improvements to Harbor Bulkheads—A working waterfront 
study completed by DESG in Leipsic, DE was influential in 
orchestrating an engineering study that examined the repair 
and replacement of more than 700 linear feet of bulkheading 
to sustain and protect the commercial harbor in this traditional 
maritime community.  

Preventing Serious Surf Zone Injuries—DESG leads a unique 
project with researchers from UD and Beebe Healthcare 
studying how injuries occur in the surf zone, what conditions 
make them most likely and how they can be prevented.

Protecting Water Quality to Support Economic 
Development—DESG facilitated a watershed plan with 
municipal leaders and others in Laurel, DE to protect water 
quality of the Broad Creek and developed new nature-based 
tourism initiatives and other business opportunities focusing 
on this valuable natural resource.

15-0417-579

The projects described below are examples of the invaluable, 
research-based support DESG provides to local residents, 
businesses and government officials.

TRAINING AND WORKFORCE  
DE VELOPMENT

HEALTHY AND SAFE  
COASTAL ENVIRONMENTS

ENHANCING ECONOMIC 
PROSPERIT Y

CREATING RESILIENT 
COMMUNITIES

Resulting in 
MEANINGFUL IMPACTS

www.deseagrant.org
Science  Serving the  Delaware Coast


