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Oyster Restoration Project 
 
Did you know that 1 adult oyster filters 50 gallons of water each day? Oysters have been around 
for over 15 million years. My favorite coastal area in Delaware is the Assawoman Bay. The 
sunsets, warm water and small beaches allow me to explore the bay with my brothers, learn to 
fish, crab and enjoy the outdoors. When kayaking, we often see mussels, jellyfish and other 
creatures but I never see oysters. 
 
At one time, there was enough oysters to clean the entire Bay (that’s about 19 trillion gallons  
of water) in one week. Right now, it would take more than one year for the entire oyster 
population to filter that much water. In the last century, pollution, climate change and  
diseases combined with a high level of picking by fishermen, created a decline in oyster 
numbers. The oysters were in trouble! 
 
Delaware began an oyster restoration project in 1996. Their goal was to increase the oyster 
population and improve water quality. Rebuilding the population of oysters was not going to be 
easy. The first step was to create elevated reefs which provide oysters with a habitat safe to hide 
in. The Oyster Gardening program collects volunteers whose job is to care for and grow oysters. 
The reef garden areas are spread throughout the Inland Bays on floats. These oyster reefs are not 
for eating, but for research, restoration and creating habitat for a healthier bay environment. 
 
On July 29, 2019, the first artificial oyster reef was placed in the Little Assawoman Bay. My 
family has volunteered to care for one oyster garden which consists of one-hundred oysters. 
Since the Delaware’s Inland Bays have a small natural population of oysters, this project will 
help us learn ways to bring back the wild oyster population. I hope that one day there will be 
enough oysters to see them, catch them and even eat them! 
 
You can help raise the oyster population by recycling your oyster shells at drop off locations 
around the Bay. These will be reused to help grow small oysters. You can also ask your parents 
to volunteer, make a change and create safer waters for us to swim and play in. As a community 
we can make a change! 
 
  


