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Delaware’s coast is an important part of the past, present, and future, but because of pollution, on 
and off the coast, the water is getting too dirty to play in. The animals that help the ecosystem are 
dying, and Delaware’s coast is getting gross. There are many beautiful waterways in Delaware 
and it’s hard to choose one, but I grew up at the beach. I especially treasure the Cape Henlopen 
State Park, climbing the jetty rocks, looking over the Ocean, skim boarding the best break 
around, and feeling the sand on my toes with the people I love. 
 
The Naval Jetty is a beautiful place, but because of our littering, it’s being destroyed. When 
groups of people come down to the beach, they often bring bags of food and their plastic water 
bottles. But, when they leave, they don’t have a trash can to put their trash in, so they just leave it 
on the beach. That trash blows into the jetty rocks. The ocean tide sweeps it up and takes it into 
the home of many creatures who support our ecosystem. 
 
Years ago, when beachgoers walked over the dune, they saw a clean beach and they probably 
caught glimpses of many healthy dolphins jumping out of the Atlantic. Mother Nature gave them 
a gift of beauty, but now we give her garbage in return. The plastic we spread across the beach 
might just take that majestic view away. 
 
It makes me disappointed that so many visitors don’t realize or don’t care about what they’re 
doing. It’s kids, it’s adults, it’s everybody. Why don’t they think about the dolphins, the 
horseshoe crabs, the sea turtles? Instead of being lazy and disrespecting the environment, they 
could carry their trash off the beach and then recycle their plastic. But when they don’t, the 
animals think the trash is fish or jellyfish. They end up eating the trash and get sick or even die. 
 
When I see trash lying around on the beach, I should pick it up and save it for the first trash can I 
see. I could also tell the people who’ve dropped their trash to pick it up. It’s also important that 
we use reusable water bottles and reusable containers to hold our food. 
 
On an ending note, beach lovers need to stop littering our beaches or our animals and their 
habitat will be no more. 
 
  


