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James Farm: A Local Paradise 
 
Do you love walking through winding trails and relaxing on glorious beaches? Well, James Farm 
is the perfect spot for both of these exhilarating activities. You can sit back and relax on the 
beach while your kids splash around and watch the tiny delightful creatures in the tide pools. 
You can even rent a kayak or bring your canoe to paddle to see the breathtaking view of the 
Indian River Inlet bridge. You would think it costs a lot of money to experience this preserve, 
but it’s free!  
 
This land was not always a beautiful preserve, it was once owned by Josha Rubin James. This 
land was a regular family farm and when they all passed away Mary Lighthipe inherited the 
farm. She gave the land to Sussex County in memory of her son Harold who was killed in a  
car accident. In 1998 the county asked the Delaware Center for the Inland Bays to control the 
beautiful land. This land now has longer walking trails, it has a new parking lot and soon there 
will be a bus drop off station. 
 
Since then, James Farm has become very popular with locals and visitors. These visits have 
caused some of the animal habitats to be crushed when humans walk off the trails and ruin  
their homes. Also, visitors leave trash on the beach causing it to blow into the water which can 
cause marine animals to swallow or get stuck in coffee stirrers, six pack rings, fishing hooks  
and other pieces of trash. Some people even leave their four-legged friend’s feces on the beach 
and on the walking trails. 
 
Kind people from all around Sussex County are now coming to James Farm so they can help  
the community by cleaning up the beach and they are cutting grass, trimming plants, and 
completing small construction jobs. You should definitely pick up trash or volunteer on 
Wednesdays for 3 to 4 hours, occasionally they just do small jobs like the ones above. It’s  
the least you could do to get to come here for free you could have a lot of fun. 
 
Walking through trails to get to beaches is unexpected yet is a whole bunch of fun. You’ll  
have so much fun when you start and until you’re done exploring tidepools and playing with 
horseshoe crabs you should come and have your fun experience today! 
 
  


